OLUTION

NTROL MITTEE

Godfathers of Masll—up? Plunderpllonics? Bastard Pop? P]agiarhyt]lm? Collage?

Many of those terms suggest a boring laptop show coming up, and yet nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. For nearly 20 years, The Evolution Control Committee has been com-
bining new technology with oldfashioned showmanship to produce internationally acclaimed

performances. Long before the sampler and computers made it easy, The ECC was infringing
copyright laws the hard way.

“COPYRIGHT VIOLATION FOR THE NATION.”

When was the last time you saw a whole show performed by a guy wearing 10 ordi-
nary sewing thimbles wired into some electronics, triggering the whole show? The ECC
performs with custom-made equipment and videos to give the audience a truly original show.
As for the music, in the world of The ECC Public Enemy duke it out with Herb Alpert
while Dan Rather is the new frontman for AC/DC. It’s fun without being comedy, sample-
based without being techno, and brainy without being arty.

Art gallery or concert llall, The ECC has playe(l them all.

Past Releases: “Plagiarhythm Nation v2.0” (Seeland /
ECC), “Rocked By Rape” 7" (Eerie Materials), “The

Whipped Cream Mixes” 7” (Eerie Materials), etc. OLUTION

Compilation Appearances: Cookbook Compilation NTROL
(Eenie Meenie), Deconstructing Beck (lllegal Arts), II-

legal Art Festival CD, etoy.LULLABIES (etoy), etc.

MITTEE

Live Performances: The Influencers Festival P.O. Box 10391 * Columbus, OH 43201 « USA
(Barcelona), IDEAL Festival (France), lllegal Art Festi- ph: +1 614 262 0654

vals (NYC & Chicago), Royal Festival Hall (London, En-

gland), TINA/ElectroFringe Festival (Newcastle, Aus- Web: http://evolution-control.com

tralia), Germany, Holland, WFMU-FM, Tonic NYC, San
Francisco, Columbus OH, and hundreds of otherwheres
Email: booking@evolution-control.com
Recent Press/Airplay: Entertainment Weekly, CMJ, ecc@pobox.com

US News & World Report, Rolling Stone, Spin Maga-
zine, Wire, NY Times, NPR’s All Things Considered,
Cool & Strange Music, Columbus Dispatch, C-SPAN

Contact: TradeMark G.

Has Remixed: Legally: The New Bomb Turks, DJ Spooky, Realistic, Data Bank A, etc.
lllegally: AC/DC, Public Enemy, Herb Alpert, Beck, Queen, etc.
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These and other b&w and color publicity photos available as hi-res, 600dpi scans online at:
http://evolution-control.com/press
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A heat all your own

Music-editing software lets you match tempos,
cut tedious riffs, and build new songs

EY ULRICH EOSER

m Her 02 moniker is “Madanse-

FLY,” but she is o beat-bap-
W [per, splinming LPs in s alk 1
E | clubs A s6-vear-old Florlds

teelt | writer, Gayle Moore
--'||.|l\.|.'\.||:| o her homie com
puter, matching the beats and fa
SRS into one another ‘-I|-. b
her mixes on the Wel

E:A
us

amte CDg, e play during her commate

e lr|| I h

Until recently, most listeners had to
make do with the mixes created in pro-
duction studbos or dasee clubs, Now ¥l
can edit sungs to vour liking at home
Music-pditing saftware will rum o almuost
ary relatieely new PO with a sound cand.

]'. can remove & snare diam i from a

0L 'u.l.ll. 1 F140 ekl
ing to the International Music
Assoriation. But devoiees face a |
curve, “Ten yeara ago, these may have
bieen "1L s guys learning 1o play Che
maitar,” says Susan Kevorkian of TDC, a
market research firm

Pull a song from the Intermel or Crom
your Chrvealbection, and the software will

[ATTR IR 1E T ] !.I'\II:I..hiillll.l'l'."'\.' 05t ri_Tllilll

peaks amd valleys that represent sound
Click on a section to edit it. Most pro-

grams alsa allow yow Lo layer separale
tracks to create & new song. MixMeis-
ter 3 (540 lets you start | '|:.'. Afier
abanat 20 minwles of orienia
CAN It EW O IO Sng et
shirink them to match the bempa, or even
imsert -u|||||._|h. ||L|_ ol |||| 15,

ate your awn sang by scouring the In-
I|I|Ir|I n vocals
orly tiack ¢ |'||.|I.|||||

teachs Gatting I|'||'
sounds wopether is
the fun part, says
iark Gunderson of
the proup The Eva-
laticn Camtrod Cam-
mittee. Then comes
eorme ledium: “Syn-
thesixing tracks to
the same tempsn =a
I_||:|' r|||,". Lk} '||_|-;|'r|'|-
er will take 50 per-
eent |!'.-:|'|:-'.I'.'1'|I'.1|.'."

versaon that alky 5
to 10 tracks at onee. A §
[Tl with an extensive lihe. af dram
ar ther instrumental 18, Crthai
popular music-editing software incdudes
Cakewalk's Flasmin { $40) aned, for Maocs,
Drigidesapn s Froo Tols freal,
Using more powertul software, like
|':.lI'.u-I Edit ]':-:. {E250], you

) vergion

Omee you've honed your |.
‘ll Ilh Ver
new rele
handmate of F

L] .‘||.-I-'|..||'|-|"|-
liem, medemsen] thvevo-
cale of five songs at e, phonoger.oom
Simpiens llgu'_-".'llgn'.'-\.lll.nl.'rlr.' 1wl i & remnie
by the end of January and Skater nuight in-
chude it pn his next remixalbum—a show-
e [ EHEETOT talens, &
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Spreading by the Web, Pop’s Bootleg
Remix

By NEIL STRAUSS

he song may sound familiar at first, thanks to
the unmistakable guitar riff from Nirvana’s
classic “Smells Like Teen Spirit.”

But, suddenly, the recording changes course when,
instead of the gravelly voice of Kurt Cobain, the
smooth R&B harmonies of a Destiny’s Child hit
appear on top of the grunge music. As the recording
moves on, it is clear that the song is neither fish nor
fowl; it is a crossbreed that neither band ever in-
tended, or even dreamed of.

Making new songs out of existing works, of course,
is nothing new. There are precedents in everything
from 20th century classical to cartoon music, and it
is the cornerstone of hip-hop, be it early pioneers
like Grandmaster Flash or later innovators like Dr.
Dre. In the 80’s and 90’s, avant-garde sound artists
like Plunderphonic, Negativland and the Tape-
Beatles (as well as the pop pranksters the KLF) chal-
lenged copyright law with collages made of every-
thing from found sounds to top 40 hits. But many
musical observers trace the official beginnings of the
British bootleg scene to The Evolution Control
Committee, which in 1993 mixed a Public Enemy a
cappella with music by Herb Alpert.

Today, there is a glut of such artists, and Mr. Mannion
said that his Web site, Boom Selection, may receive
as many as dozen new ones a week. Does that make
it a fad or something here to stay?

“I dont know what will happen next,” Mr. Mannion
said. “When people hear this stuff so much, they can
get bored of it. But to me, I’ll never get bored with
this stuff, because that’s like getting bored of music
itself.”
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=» Some blame “The Whipped
Cream Mixes"—ECC's 1993 7"
that fused Public Enemy with
Herb Alpert & the Tijuana
Brass—for spawning the com-
puter-collage “mash-up” move-
ment, But Committee spokes-
man Mark Gunderson, a record
geek from Columbus, Ghio, is
less interested in Frankenstein
poperaft than in eulture-jam-
ming slapstick. Exhibit A: his

T -

follow-up smg!p ‘Rocked by
Rape,” which arranged count-
less Dan Rather sound hites
into an apocalyplic rap riding a
sample from AC/DC’s “Back in
Black." It's the money shot on
this long-brewing second al-
bum, which turns garage-sale
detritus, voice-mail jabber, and |
pop shrapnel into a musical
comedy record where the ab-
surd and the sophomoric duke
it out. EMBED MATES We hope
ECC are working on a postwar
“Rocked by Rape” sequel, fes-
turing CNN's Aaron Brown. B |
LTI !

On Location

ETHER FESTIVAL: JEFF

ETHER review,
The Wire - June 2002

Evolution Control
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into & freakin’ bodogna com-

miercinl apsl vour'l hove every
sircod il it Mlosat of the dises
tracks clock im between 1
seconds and a minoie- end-a

hal, so w1l wami g._. q,l_q.n:.'.q. as many of chemn on the a8 as fou
can. Flagoryithm Maksa s 29 iracks of (e pined surresiben that's
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TASTY CD-LITE

¥ T Naked Chef and Migelia Bites have done Iitle to
sale your Hapgy Wik addciion, Cookinok might very
wedl ey you infio the kitchen for something mone
Than the yeliow pages. This collection of ey music
ard healthy recipes war amassad by Manio Hamandaz,
of the band Feom: Bubbiegum To Sy, who asked his
mussician friends each o contrbule @ 5ong and a
vegetarian recioe, fin Gase vou're wondiring: s
this & & predominanty Calfomi-tased project)

W puarticuitarty i the teack “Magnedtize Your Feod”
by the Evoletion Comteol Commities bul aee 518l
Irying 1o find that funchion on our microweave.
Conkhonk: 5 ouf o0 Eanig Msank Recods

P DT RS, OV,

MILLS/PEOPLE LIKE US/ Committee’s Mark Gundarsan gave & locture

CORMELIUS presentation an the ECC's activities Eke a Sesame
LONDON SOUTH BANK Street presenter on coke; his homemade thimble-
CENTRE trigger systomn providing visual stmulus as he

UK refashionad food and drink ads, Public Enamy
87 KEN HOLLINGS raps and TV voiceavers into (ajmusing infobursts,

Sat04/13  Wobbly at pm, 512 Tripte sitt
Jon Leidecker has been producing music under the
name Wobbly since 1990. Wobbly concert appearences
involve no laptops, no sequencers, no midi; edits are
manually executed in real time using a mixer and
several inexpensive samplers.

Evolution Control Committee

Sound collage, media pranksterism, a cavalcade of
sampling... in the world of The ECC, Public Enemy duke
it out with Herb Alpert while Dan Rather is the new
frantman for AC/DC.

People Like Us

People Like Us is the plunderphonic project of Vicki
Bennett. Dadaist samplings and reshuffling of cultural
oddities from long-discarded LPs is a recurrent theme,
as is the use of intercepled radio broadcasts gutted
and completely recontextualized.

1t garde, cre
perimental

A p_rH
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EVOLUTION CONTROL
COMMITTEE
Plagiarhythm MNation
last year's mash-up'booileg orage
fwherein DI “mashed” disparabe songs
10 create jokey new ones, resuling in
Christing Agulera fronting the Strokes
and other such wackiness) had its start
wary back in 1994, whan Ohio’s Evolution
Contral Commithss releasesd—an cas
satte, na less—a pair of racks hat com-
bired Herb Alpert insbrumentals with
Public Enemy vocals. Unlike the thou-
sands of mash-ups they pre-gated, the
so-calked “wWhipped Cream Mixes” were
part of the begmning of & larger vison in
e same wein &5 John Odwald's amazing
Plundarptonics and the culural musings
of mMegativiand. 50 1% not Surprising
there’s nany & mash-up to b= lound on
Plagarhptian Wahon, E first chpoentiy
distribubed CO. Irstead, its funemy, weird
and somatimes mncisse sourd collags,

25274"83144
USA $3.50

7 9

CAN $4.50

l carefully corstructsd and gleefully cogy

N right-ignorant. One of the album’s best
tracks airedcy pricked up lawyers” @ans a
Tewy yaars ago: "Rocked By Rape™ pits a
depréiing Dan Rather fut-and-paste
"Iwing of a hean sttack/Dying of can-
cerDyng of 3 lapanese nuclear bomb®)
BRAINST the urmistakanle gustar riff from
ACEC's "Back In Black.” But the wel-
knoent woices on Flagiarfetivn Wation
aren’t the anly things that make it
provocative: ECC omines an array of
soumds and yokbbs—From an assertive-
NESS-traming record 1o messages on the
ENOU['S OV BNSWETINE Machine—Io cre-
ate something new ard relvant ot of
the pop-cullire ather
fun and artful, a dédhoutt combanation to
gxecule wall. [Seelamd, wwa negativ-
land.com/nmol]

'z sucoesshully

—ach Modal
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REVIEWS BY
KENNETH
GOLDSMITH

Disintegration
Loops

WILLIAM BASINSKT
(2062 RECORDS)

x10R.1/x10R.2

DAVID SCHAFER
(LRANSEARENCY RECORDS)
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Chart Sweep

MP3)

A BOUT A YEAR AGO on a phan

Finally, on that plunderphonic list-
serve, § post was recently sent from the

o | Evolution Comrol Comminee's D]
| Pasieshead informing everyone that e had

| digitized @ legendary, obscure piece of
parched-together music of dubious oniging

| called Chart Smeep, It's a chronological
cilluge featuring a tiny fragment of every

| number-one U.S. chart hit from 1956 o
| 1990, evidently spanning the complete age
| of the 43 rpm single. It starts with Elvis’
| “Heartbreak Hotel" and ends with
| Whitney Houston's “I Will Always Love
| You" and sounds like one of those com-
| mercizls on v where they're selling a
Time=Life collection of music, with anly
samples of the “good” of “recognizsble”
parts of the song. It's & stunning monu-

| ment to pop culture, once thought o be
disposable, bur after lstening o all 45
minutes’ worth and blushing at how you
know every simngls smg, it’s obvious that
your head 1 so ceammed with this stuff
that you never need Hsten 1o the madio
agun—it's all in stored there in your head.

Chart Sweep &5 apatlable at the Eoolyion
Caomerid Commamitnae's eebiite: stots valtiicai-
conitred. cimi/ninch, ],
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The Omlon: Why should anyone buay your
recard?

TradeMark: [yubmitied wa e-mail] You ihould
Buy oui COF becaute & the créspy-leaking cas-
icature al Dan Rather leaking like he's about ta
dich you, thowgh fans of sample-heay, plun-
e e anyla, rmash -up, "plaglariythmec”
Fnukie mighit like the Tunes, as well,

0: D youw think yosif recard will help peopla”
TME: Lile all reloases of the Evalutian Central

Commimes’s varied depastmants, it is designed |
1 help ravigate the future. Our Plagiochythm |

Maati vl 0 shivibd bee viewed a5 @ roadmag for
the futue of music.

Mika: Are there roadmaps in the [0 booklet?
Fm drreing to Vanuatu soon.

10 D you think pousr recod could save lives]
Pantyhaad: i it's maphess, itll save Mike from
wrying 1o deive 1o an idard on the Pacic Rm.
T: As thee RIAA Pk srated tims and time
Fgain, countless lives have bean lost 1o peer
to-peer hie tharing and Ingemet music piracy.
Yl feewr peopile know that B is an acrorpm
Trar "Foieadly. | Bn Adive."The balance between
apfenymous ife and asynchranous death is

deficate. Ta stop the RUAA before they kil

again, lstem 1 aur 0. Tragedy will be delayed
by &2 andd & half minutes

0 15 ko resord pour TCkeT 1o heaven T

TM: Dne man's beaven & another man's 7-11
Wi recammaend that each listenar start the L0
playing. close their epes, and imagine heaven.
Fmagine the peariy gates swinging open for
you. You waltz irsid e, walking past the serene,
smiling faces of your deceased relatives and
loved onex At you approach a golden thrane,
wou kresl reverently and peer o e face of
God, Ay you study the face, you realizs thas it
Ahe Tace al larmile Faer, o tha TV shadwe
M*A5*H And his has a beg o on the side of
Inis mose that you can't stop staring &t Tm just
filling in,” he says soothingly.*Do you have 1o
stare af iy nose like that?™

Mt In hieaven, everything i fine. Massmum fine
S500.

Evolution Contral Committee’s
newest athum & Hitled Pla-
glarhythm Mation w20
Stiyeen Thampicen

ECC mives a new fiture
fOF IULSHE racas

music,

April 24, 2003

art and culture in Columbus
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THE EVOLUTHIN COMTROL COMMITTEE
MIKES & NEW FUTURE FO8
FOPULAR MUSIC

BT ERER SLAERKCE
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v Dan Rather edied o racile a fasy of horors om the track *Bocked by
Rape® = more than make up far the lesser afempes

HoustonPress

Haard In

Fewhews of artish relases
£il's., books, magaznes, 8.

Evolution Control Committes Plagarhyiivm Mation Vol 2.0

w ahires | coimbiss recageiralie
4 riffs (Public Enessy, SCICH with

Wi

A B e

MAY 2001
USA §4

Clevelandan Mark Gunderson
Tollows in the mold of
Megatviand, whase Sealand
Reszords Bave nobly et ot this
coubecion of dance beais

SUSGE Somnds and plindered
oAk, TEa bt of B neary 30
Brmcka Band (it fram Sie
pwicurn Pagiarh i Ntk
wlich ‘wid only available @ ECC

A BEMEAT FOR
ISSUE
PROJECT ROOM
JUNE e
10 o

20049

libed wnd beeitad ozl inacks
Fros il ERalp rcends, sersan,
S Broadcats asd B bk
Same ofhe tracks ren a iitle
goafy, bet the anes hat work
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BY JOHN LA BRICLA
Eenrhack Bl Aaoniress L En

T
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EVIERS

Today's mash-up craze, whene

A artsts graft the a cappella wersion of
RN ane papular tune i e wall-nawn
W astrumantal backing af anethss,

— nsperesd 3 “band” like Columbus,
= Ohig's Evclubon Control Committee

SUHT & DAy o up the ante beyond anything that
J Landen’s Freslance Helramar
atraduced ta dance Moo bt year,
Simply pasting Chrsting Agusera’s
wokce over the Strokes ("Ganius in a
Bottle®) might be fun for fans of

A riterchangeable pop cultsre, but In
the end, 2's aboul & artstcally
P —

digraficant as that paredy af Edward

O5TYL

THE CRATE

The Evolution Control Committea
Plagiarythm Nation (Creations /Secland )

THE TURNTABLE

e 5ol gt 20
15 divnm the line. Shouliiey
Frzse Taiken on thein cands i the

e

Sy = =
The Evolution Comtrol
Comm Riee slevates the
mash-up o high art

US

Fualiinn €ontml foermptes
{dtp- il poipef coml &

e P i D T arsite OTE oo dmar Bioe
Exploratory and beautifuly restrained microimprov,

THE PROMOTER THE DJ°5 THE 5ET LI5T

I | Search
The Caribbean 'y |
“William of Orange”

Out Mow an Hometapes

TODAY ON STYLUS

REVIEWS

The Evolution Control Committea
Flagiarythm Nation W2.0

Sesland

Fal i

=t

of the uniniiated, thess longtime avdio pranksters are schoobed in the art of
Regativiand lywsuits and cut-up collages. By releasing mileential reconstrections like
the *Whipped Cream Mixes,? a singk: combining Herb Alpert and Public Enemy that
helped found the modern gesre mash-up craze, they have gamersd thair own
Independent fan base. Culled primarily from songs previooesly availabde from theair

and painfully ohs

ibewnbed,

wiebnhe re Comp laticens. Plaminrwdhrm Abeffon sorees se a woribsble resomes of
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» bhe journal of pop cufbure Ellswl'rhvéf

The Evolution
| Control Committee
~ mm Aak & Divid o
23 7| soimd R. SHOW
i _.?,r This is what sampling ‘
should be all abour — making something I
new with i, not just siealing a Police |
hassline o rap over beciuse you're not :
tlented enough o write one of your [ b
own. ECC hijacks songs and other Biiohal

sounds from various media to creare curs
that are subversive, onginal and a whale
lotta fun. Famously, ECC laid Dan e
Rather soundbires over AC/DCs “Back
in Black®™ 1o ereate the egghesd rap
"Rocked by Rape,” and it appears here
:J]-L'm.:l."L with more than rwo dozen arther
mashups that combine the Chiear Mayer
singalong with our national anthem
("Star  Spangled Bologna™), Public
Enemy with 2 kids' anni-drug recosd Ly

(Mo Time for Yes™) and, across various  en 7 - Mt
tracks, the Muppets, Sammy Davis |r.,
Gloria Estefan, Vioncent Price and
Spandau Baller. | also loved the rework
ing of Mat King Cole’s Christmas classic
{(“The Christmas 'Wrung":l and the
rearranged sex education record [“Sex
Re-Education™), but hell, [ loved i all.
Don't eiseake it for novelty; this is art. It
just happens to be 3 wonderful joke, two.

B Sauiee & Mk Mare
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T vears after Coluribus man
RS,
HYBRID TUMNES are sizzling
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i S lar, EECS dlyh s whisckescul pra israien e pasaminces
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the top scorer is the Nirvana guy There's a
nugget which weighs in around one-and-a-
half minutes, leading off with the opening
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intro finishes and the lyrics start, you heat
the true beauty. Instead of the usual lyrics
— "Load up on guns/bring your friend..” —
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