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Spreading by the Web, Pop’s Bootleg
Remix

By NEIL STRAUSS

he song may sound familiar at first, thanks to
the unmistakable guitar riff from Nirvana’s
classic “Smells Like Teen Spirit.”

But, suddenly, the recording changes course    [ ... ]

Making new songs out of existing works, of course, is
nothing new. There are precedents in everything from
20th century classical to cartoon music, and it is the
cornerstone of hip-hop, be it early pioneers like Grand-
master Flash or later innovators like Dr. Dre. In the 80’s
and 90’s, avant-garde sound artists like Plunderphonic,
Negativland and the Tape-Beatles (as well as the pop
pranksters the KLF) challenged copyright law with col-
lages made of everything from found sounds to top 40
hits. But many musical observers trace the official be-
ginnings of the British bootleg scene to The Evolution
Control Committee, which in 1993 mixed a Public
Enemy a cappella with music by Herb Alpert.        [ ... ]
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